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While in Tucson, if you want to view major 
museum-quality specimens (most of whose prices 
are well beyond our range), be sure and visit the 
show at the Westward Look Resort north of 
Tucson, off Ina Road.  This year Harvard 
University had a traveling mineral display set up 
in the resort lobby which could only be termed 
stunning, and dealers had specimens ranging into 
the triple-digit thousands of dollars.  Oh, well, at 
least we do not need armed guards for our stuff! 
 

The Pollyanna: Part III, The Return 
By Bob Bristow 

 

This was a fun location, so when we went 
on an extended prospecting trip with Tom and Pat 
Scales, we decided to show them the Pollyanna. 
However, after going eight miles up the canyon 
from the highway, I knew we were lost. About 
then, we came to a side canyon. I thought if I 
could get up and out of the canyon, I might be 
able to see where we were and still get to the 
Pollyanna. We soon came to brush too thick to get 
the car through. Tom was getting up in years and 
had a bad leg. However, he got out and cut brush 
and moved rocks. Pat got out and went ahead to 
see if we could make it. We came to a fork and 
started up the left hand route. We progressed 
around a couple of bends but came to a point 
where the rock walls narrowed down to less than a 
car width. We went back and took the right fork 
and soon found the bottom impassable. The left 
side of the canyon was clear, but it was all sand 
and rather steep. I asked Tom if he wanted to turn 
back. He wanted to continue. (Our wives were not 
so sure.) I drove the car over to the right side of 
the canyon bottom and accelerated up onto the 
steep sand on the left side. We were going fast 

enough that we didn’t fall or slide down before we 
were able to drop back down above the 
obstruction. We were now near the top but the 
sides were closing in and it looked like we 
weren’t going to make it. Again, Tom said to 
continue. (Again, our wives were not sure.) It was 
a good call because we suddenly broke out on top 
and there was a freshly graded mine road.  

The road may have been made for mining, 
but was now used to tend cattle. There was an old 
windmill that no longer worked. Instead, there 
was a nice new Honda generator and a hose 
leading to a huge watering tank in the next 
hollow. I thought, “Wow, that shiny new 
generator wouldn’t last long in most parts of the 
country!” We were out of the canyon, but I still 
didn’t know where we were. I left the others at the 
car and climbed to the top of a nearby hill. I could 
see a headframe from some mine to the east, and 
in the distance to the west was country that looked 
familiar. We continued on the road we had found 
and in a mile or two came to the Pollyanna.  

 With our own car instead of a rental, I 
could drive right down to the mine and everyone 
had a fantastic time with the beautiful fluorite. I 
missed a great picture of Tom. The vein had been 
dug a few feet further since our last trip so, to get 
at the fluorite, you had to squeeze down into a 
narrow cut.  Tom couldn’t bend his right leg. So 
he got down in the slot on one knee, held his bad 
leg up in the air behind him, and dug like mad! 
This is an example of the green fluorite we 

collected. 
We decided this would be a good time to 

visit the better mine further on. The road was all 
rock. The rocks were large enough that you had to 
pick your way from rock-to-rock. We were at the 
foot of some large mountains and the first half-
mile of the road led down into a canyon and then 
up onto a plateau. At this rate, it would take us 



 

Panorama Gem and Mineral Club News February 2015 

 - 5 - 

 

another couple of hours to get to the far mine. 
From our vantage point up on the plateau, we 
could see a big storm about 20-miles away 
coming right at us. There was no choice but to get 
down the arroyo before it became deep in water. 
We made it to the highway just before the rain hit.  

Figure 3 is a Google Earth view of the area 

between the highway and the Pollyanna. The 
highway is the straight line up the left side of the 
picture. Two washes (arroyos) can be seen going 
from the highway to the mountains. The upper 
wash in the picture is the arroyo we wanted. The 
lower one is the wash we took. The Pollyanna 
can’t be seen in the picture, but it is about two-
thirds of the way up the right side of the picture. 

Not getting to the second “better” mine 
was OK. We now have an excuse to go back and 
find it. We know there will be one or more new 
adventures. We just don’t know what they will be! 
 

The World’s Largest Rock Tumbler 
Courtesy of the Rock Chipper Newsletter 

 

 
This is a photo of the world’s largest water 

powered rock tumbler. Notice the person sitting 
beneath it.  It was built by Walter E. Thompson 

from Carrington, North Dakota, but resides in 
Gold Bar, Washington.  The tumbler is made from 
a discarded large paper roller from a pulp mill.  
The cylinder is 4 feet wide, 12 feet long and 
weighs 5 tons when empty.  It will tumble 8 tons 
of stones per load.  So far it has tumbled 87,000 
gem stones in one load, which have been 
assembled into various souvenirs and key chains. 
 

Coins Found Valued at $5 Million  
 

Metal detector enthusiasts in 
Buckinghamshire, England, have uncovered 
what is thought to be one of biggest hoards of 

ancient coins ever found in Britain. 
Paul Coleman from the Weekend 

Wanderers Detecting Club discovered more 
than 5,000 coins buried inside a lead bucket 
two feet under a field near Aylesbury. 

The hoard contains specimens dating 
back to the 11th Century - the late Anglo 
Saxon, early Norman period. 

The coins will now be examined by the 
British Museum. 

 

Mr Coleman, from Southampton, was 
taking part in a dig in the Padbury area on 21 
December when he found the 5,251 coins 
depicting the heads of kings Ethelred the 
Unready and Canute. 
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