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PANORAMA GEM AND MINERAL
CLUB

Rock Show and Rockhounding in
Deming NM

Minutes of the February 18, 2020 Meeting
By Club Secretary

By Jim Retzer

Our meeting opened at 6pm with a large
membership group present. This was the final
meeting before our March Rock Show. Our
president, Sheila, introduced The Statesman
Examiner Reporter to The Club (RaeLynn
Ricarte) who is going to write a nice article about
our club & Rock Show in the Colville paper.
Sheila explained that this reporter will be
interviewing anyone, in the club tonight, that
wishes to express their feelings about our club &
also take a photo at the meeting during break.
Sheila had coupons for members that want to buy
a Rock & Gem Magazine subscription. She told
us that next month’s meeting will feature Ann
Ott telling us about “The Health of our Forest”.
She showed the us the 4 USFS MAPS that are
required for Colville Forest travelers. Get them
at the Three Rivers Ranger Station in Kettle
Falls, WA. Members were reminded that if they
want to share a “My Favorite Rock Story” to
sign up for a month. She also reminded us that
tonight was “TACO TUESDAY” and we would
break early to enjoy hot plates and tacos.

Continued Page 3
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It was time to move on. The Quartzsite AZ rock and
mineral shows are over. The large tents around
Tucson were coming down, marking the end of their
shows and the weather was clearing and getting
warmer to the east. The next show to visit is the
Deming RockHound RoundUp March 12th thru the
15th. Not only is there a great rock show here but it is
a great area for many ways to collect a variety of
rocks and minerals.
Just 11 miles southeast of Deming, in the Florida
Mountains, is Rock Hound State Park. As the name
implies, this is an area to find some nice specimens,
but don’t get overconfident that there will be easy
finds. This area has been walked over by 1,000’s of
rockhounders before you, but for the diligent
searcher willing to put forth the effort, there are still
great finds to be made.
The main mineral collected is jasper that occurs in in
red, white, pink and sometimes a whitish banded
agate form. Geodes and thunder eggs have been
found here but the locations have been excavated
down several feet. The easiest material to located is
perlite, a form of obsidian that sometimes yield
“Apache Tears”. Looking in the drainages on the
mountain slopes can yield the observant collector
many perlite specimens. Generally, prospectors
should come equipped with a large hammer, several
chisels, and a spade. Be prepared to spend several
hours on the hillside.
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When we are in the area, we stay at the Hidden
Valley Ranch RV Park, north of Deming off HWY
180. This is a great park but the 5-mile dirt and
gravel road is a little bumpy with the 5th wheel but it
is a normal New Mexican dirt road. When you pull
into your space you notice the sites are marked out
with large rock of agate, jasper, petrified wood, and
several other rocks from the area.
You do not have to go far from the park to collect
some great material. The hill behind the park has a
trail going to the top with some benches to sit on and
look at the area scenery. On this hill and over the top
of it you can find pudding stone, common opal in
yellow, orange and sometimes pink, as well as
different color jaspers, and some agate.

Rocks with Petroglyphs

During the Deming rock show, the club offers
collecting trips to some great local areas. One of the
trips this year is to Fluorite Ridge to collect fluorite,
jasper, and rhyolite. Fluorite Ridge is an area
northeast of Deming that is best known for its
fluorite mines. If the weather stays as forecast, the
rain is forecast to stop by then. I hope to go this trip.
So, for now stay warm and I will be looking forward
to seeing you in April.

Parked at Hidden Valley Ranch - Collecting Hill in Background

Results of Collecting in Deming NM

GEMS FROM SHEILA March 2020
Message from the Club President
By Sheila Stratton
March is a good month – March 8th starts
daylight saving time; March 13th & 14th is our
“What on Earth" gem and mineral show; and
March 19th is the first day of spring.

View from Top of the Collecting Hill

Another must see are the petroglyphs to the
southwest of the park in some large rocks on a low
hill. To the south and east of these rocks you can
also fine pudding stone, jasper, and some agate.
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Minutes of the February 18, 2020
Meeting

Continued from Page 2

By Club Secretary

Our meeting, March 17 falls on St. Patrick’s
Day, so be sure and wear green. The weather has
been beautiful making me want to get outside!
th

Continued from Page 1
Bob Bristol told us that, upon our “Show and Tell
Table”, he had placed Ridge Crest Volcanic
BOMBS! It was announced that Jerry N. had
slabbed & polished McDermitt ThunderEggs to

Thank you to Dave Paquette for the interesting
program last month of finding and cutting slabs
of soapstone. Although, I just cannot picture
myself climbing up the rocks like a mountain
goat with a chain saw! I would probably cut off
a body part!

view on the table also.
At the break, we had a Taco Feast and it was
wonderful! Thank you everyone for bringing in a
huge assortment of delicious foods. It was more
like a dinner rather than a snack table tonight.

But I do understand that is how Dave gets such
beautiful specimens of rocks. And it was very
interesting to see how he took the slabs and
sprayed them with varnish bringing out the
beautiful colors.

After the break, President Sheila announced a
special meeting in April (date To Be Announced
later) for the people who want to plan out our 2020
ROCK CLUB ROCK HOUNDING TRIPS.

This next meeting, we have Ann Ott coming to
do a presentation on our local forestry and how
to safely navigate it. Also, she will share about
respecting the forest and abiding by the
regulations set by the Federal Government. It
should be a great time as Ann is a very
knowledgeable as she and Merrill started the
Ambassador Program which works with the
forestry and helps maintain the roads and trails.

President Sheila handed over the floor to Johnie P.
– our Rock Show Chairman. Johnie finished up
task assignments and said that The Colville
Cheerleaders will do the KITCHEN DUTIES this
year at our show for a minimal fee. There will
continue to be “behind the scenes” Show activities,
in preparation for our show being held on March
12, 13, & 14. ENTIRE MEMBERSHIP IS
EXPECTED TO REPORT IN AT 08:00 ON
THURSDAY 12 MARCH FOR SET UP at the
Colville Fairgrounds AG CENTER. Refreshments
will be provided.

Now is the time to plan our upcoming outings.
A date in April will be announced at the March
meeting for everyone that would like to get
together to plan and lead one outing for the
upcoming season. Get your calendars out and
ideas cooking so we can have a great spring,
summer, & fall rock hounding. We will also
coordinate this with a Board meeting. Please let
me know if you would like to participate in the
planning of outings.

At that time, the floor was turned over to DAVE
PAQUETTE who gave his rousing presentation on
cutting Wenatchee Lake Soapstone. We watched
Dave enthusiastically chainsaw his way through
beautiful boulders and we watched, with good
humor, as he showed the camera musically
orchestrated slabs. Thank you Dave! Your
presentations are always welcome! The evening
ended on an upbeat vibe.

Well, by the time you read this, the Gem and
Mineral Show will be over. I am confident it
will be successful and look forward to a great
time with great friends from the club.

•
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Remember: “Every rock is a treasure and
could be a gem in the rough”.

Upcoming Events in Our Area
3/21/2020 3/22/2020
Hellgate Mineral Society
Hilton Garden Inn
3720 North Reserve St
Missoula, Mt
3/27/2020 3/29/2020
Rock Rollers of Spokane Annual
Gem, Jewelry & Mineral Show
Spokane Fairgrounds
404 N Havana St
Spokane WA
3/28/2020 3/29/2020
Mt Baker Rock and Gem Show
Bloedel Donovan Field House
2214 Electric Avenue
Bellingham, WA
4/4/2020 4/5/2020
Maplewood Rock and Gem Club
Maplewood Rock and Gem Clubhouse
8802 196th St. SW
Edmonds, WA
4/18/2020 4/19/2020
Lakeside Gem and Mineral Show
Benton County Fairgrounds
1500 South Oak Street
Kennewick, WA
4/24/2020 4/26/2020
Yakima Rock & Mineral Club Gem & Mineral
Show
Central Washington State Fair Grounds
1301 S. Fair Avenue
Yakima, WA
4-24-2020 4/26/2020
West Seattle Rock Club Annual Gem Show
Alki Masonic Temple
4736 40th Avenue SW
Seattle, WA
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4/25/2020 4/26/2020
Grays Harbor Annual Rock and Gem Show
Grays Harbor County Fair and Event Center
43 Elma-McCleary Road
Elma, WA
5/02/2020 5/3/2020
Everett Rock & Gem Club Annual Show
Everett Community College
Walt Price Student Fitness Center
2206 Tower Street
Everett, WA
5/15/2020 5/17/2020
Mt. Hood Rock Club Annual Show
Jackson Armory
6255 NE Cornfoot Road
Portland OR
5/30/2020 5/31/2020
North Idaho Mineral Club
60th Annual Rock and Gem Show
Kootenai County Fairgrounds Jacklin Building #25
4056 North Government Way and Kathleen Avenue
Gates C & D
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho
6/5/2020 6/7/2020
Puyallup Valley Gem & Mineral Cub Annual
Show
Swiss Park
9205 198th Avenue East
Bonney Lake, WA
6/18/2020 6/19/202
Darrington Rock and Gem Club
Mansford Grange
1265 Railroad Avenue, (Behind IGA)
Darrington, WA
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Identify the “Rock or Mineral”
Last month’s rock or mineral:
“Apache Tears” – Obsidian

loss of their dead at the foot of the cliff the Great
Father turned their tears into the black stones.
“Apache Tears” are small nodules of obsidian found
primarily in New Mexico, Arizona, and Nevada
mostly in the areas where the Apache Indians
resided. While Apache Tears are obsidian not all
obsidian is considered to be apache tears. Apache
tears are formed when molten lava is ejected into the
air where it cools and solidifies quickly before
hitting the ground. It is usually found eroded from a
gray-white matrix of perlite.
Apache Tears are smooth, black and opaque when
found but revels a red, brown or smoky black
translucency when held to light. As with most
obsidians Apache Tears have an average Moh’s
hardness around 5 and 5.5.

Polished Apache Tears

Before polishing, they will have an uneven coating
of perlite clinging to it. After tumbling and polishing
it will reveal a shiny translucent glass pebble that
will range from smoky to black in color.

This month’s rock or mineral:

Unpolished Apache Tears

“Apache Tears” - The name comes from an Apache
legend where a group of Apaches and the US
Cavalry fought on a mountain in the 1870s. It is said
that rather than face defeat under the gunfire of the
Cavalry they jumped from the edge of a cliff. When
the wives and families of the warriors grieved the
Panorama Gem & Mineral Club News March 2020
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Membership Dues:
$20.00 per household per year is due to the
club Treasurer Frank Stratton on the third
Tuesday of November for regular members.
Dues can also be sent to: Panorama Gem and
Mineral Club c/o Johnie Pitman, 701 B
Williams Lake Rd, Colville, WA 991114.
Webpage: http://panoramagem.com/
Contact: Rick McDougald
pres-pgmc@hotmail.com

If you have any particular interest you would like
to see articles on feel free to contact me at
jimrocks@recycledhistory.com or let me know at
our next meeting on March 17, 2020

Refreshment Schedule for 2020
Last names that begin with the letters posted bring
refreshments for that month

We, The Panorama Gem and Mineral
Club, are a multi-faceted group of mineralminded people. Our proud members include
some real gems, a few fossils, and even some
diamonds in the rough. A few have lost some of
their marbles, but they know where to get more!
A few need to polish their coordination because
they are always tumbling! And some are miners
who use the “silver pick” as their tool of
choice! It should be crystal clear, that we all
enjoy this unique conglomeration and above all
else we strive to HAVE FUN. And we never
throw stones (away).

January – N, O, P
February – Q, R, S, T
March – W, A, B, C
April – D, E, F, G
May – H, I, J
June –K, L, M
July – N, O, P
August – Club Picnic
September – Q, R, S, T
October – W, A, B, C
November - D, E, F, G
December – Christmas Party

Panorama Gem and Mineral Club: Organizational Chart
Officers
President:
Vice-President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Trustee 1:
Trustee 2:
Trustee 3:

Sheila Stratton
Bob Bristow
Chana McD.
Frank Stratton
Jim Peters
Gene Fisher
Mark Danielson

skstratton@hotmail.com
Bristow@theofficenet.com
Red.begonia@hotmail.com
frstratton@outlook.com
jimNbetty17@gmail.com
Efisher1@hughes.net
mickeesmom.dd@gmail.com

509-207-8506
509-935-4375
509-675-0237
509-207-8503
509-999-9074
509-680-2487
509-207-0447

Committee Chairs
Program Coordinator:
Hospitality:
Historian:
Newsletter:
Show Chair

Sheila Stratton
Betty Peters

skstratton@hotmail.com
jimNbetty17@gmail.com

509-207-8506
509-999-9074

Jim Retzer
Johnie Pitman

jimrocks@recycledhistory.com
jgpitman@outlook.com

509-738-2503
509-684-8887
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